
News From The Homefront 

 
 
Memorial Day and Long Ago Letters – 
 
History is something that Frank and I both love.  We have a book with letters that were written from soldiers to 
their families during the “War Between the States” or “Civil War.”  Here is an excerpt from one that was written in 
1863.   
 
“Cousin, soldiering is quite different to what it was when I was with the army before.  It will take me a long time to 
get used to many things that I have to do.  But one thing I am blest to inform you of and that is that we have 
preaching twice every Sunday (when the weather will permit).  We also have a prayer meeting every night in our 
camp.  I do like the Chaplain of our Rgt. so much.  He is a very hard working man indeed.  His name is Nelson, a 
young Baptist Preacher.  I would like for you to see him.....  Don’t forget to remember me in your prayers to Him 
who is as able to save me among the shower of bullets here, as at home around a peaceful fireside.  If it were not 
for the hope I have of God, I could not bear up under these sore trials.  ---Your affectionate cousin.” 
 
In continuing to organize and clean out boxes of belongings, I came across some letters that I had forgotten 
about.  They are from a man we met in 1992 while visiting churches on deputation.  He lived in MO and was a war 
veteran.  It was always a blessing to be in his presence.  Here are a few paragraphs from his letters that touched 
our hearts.   
 
“The mission field (spreading the Gospel) is like a battlefield.  Satan is ever working.  You can get robbed, beat 
up, kidnapped, or killed.  It can happen all around you.  That was my experience.  Men were killed, blown up, and 
shot all around me.  A thousand or ten thousand can fall but nothing come nigh to you.  You will be so scared, but 
God can and does work wonders.  We need to trust Him 100%, but are like Peter and we begin to sink.”   
 
“Jesus told us to let nothing be worrying us but to rejoice that our names are written in Heaven.  He has promised 
to come for us and nothing can take us out of His hands.  May God give you more love for each other and for lost 
men and women.”   
 
“Surely this world is ripe for judgment and the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The most radical change in 
history will be when Jesus is installed as King of Kings and Lord of Lords and rules with a rod of iron in 
Jerusalem.“ 
 
“If we didn’t have trouble, we would be worthless.  It takes trouble to grow.  Don’t put your trust in anything but our 
Lord Jesus.  Trust Jesus Christ completely no matter what comes or happens.” 

 
Lift Up Our Eyes 

 
Look up to Heaven and greater things, 
Do not despair what this world brings. 

 

Tis but a moment we suffer pain, 
In comparison to an eternity’s gain. 

 

The sorrows of death bring grief untold, 
But one day soon, what joy we’ll behold. 

 

When sickness strikes, it’s difficult to bear, 
Then thoughts of glory abound with God’s care. 

 

Feeling lonely when trials are sent to test, 
Yet Christ’s strength is there, and in Him we rest. 

 

It’s good to be afflicted; our souls know this to be, 
Only lift up our eyes, and God’s glory we’ll see.   

CEJ 

A Friend in Christ, Cyd 


