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" Ye shall not eat any thing with the blood: neither shall ye use
enchantment, nor observe times. Ye shall not round the
corners of your heads, neither shalt thou mar the corners of
thy beard. Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the
dead, nor print any marks upon you: I  am the Lord"
(Leviticus 19:26-28).

 " And the Lord said unto Moses, Speak unto the priests the
sons of Aaron, and say unto them, There shall none be defiled
for the dead among his people: But for his kin, that is near
unto him, that is, for his mother, and for his father, and for his
son, and for his daughter, and for his brother, And for his
sister a virgin, that is nigh unto him, which hath had no
husband; for her may he be defiled. But he shall not defile
himself, being a chief man among his people, to profane
himself. They shall not make baldness upon their head, neither
shall they shave off the corner of their beard, nor make any
cuttings in their flesh. They shall be holy unto their God, and
not profane the name of their God: for the offerings of the
Lord made by fire, and the bread of their God, they do offer:
therefore they shall be holy"  (Leviticus 21:1-6).

I would like to begin by telling you what I am not going to do, then
positively, tell you what I am going to do. First of all, I am not defending
anyone's beard, nor am I trying to defend myself if ever I decide to grow a
beard. That is not my aim in this message. 
    Secondly, I am not trying to bind my conscience upon yours, nor am I
asking you to see things my way ... but I am going to ask you to submit and
be easily entreated to God's engrafted word, which I believe when you hear
the word of this subject, you will be convinced and satisfied on this
important Biblical matter. 
    You are responsible to study the Word of God for yourself and see the
truth therein, for your conscience should be bound only to the Word of God
and not what man says. 
    Firstly, I am not saying that a man who has a beard is more holy than one
who does not have a beard. And I am not saying that a man who does not
have a beard is less holy than one who does have a beard. 
    I am not necessarily encouraging anyone to grow a beard, but I am
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certainly not discouraging it either. 
    Now I want to ask you to do several things, and the first one is this: John
7:24, "Judge not according to the appearance, but judge r ighteous
judgment." All too often we are in the habit of judging by appearance. I am
not talking about the overbearing appearance of Hippies and unclad women.
But someone says, "That beard on that man just appears bad because its bad
to have a beard." 

    Surely, there are ways to dress and appear which is sinful, and we have a
right to judge, but only by "r ighteous judgment." 

    If you judged by appearance instead of righteous judgment, I could take
you into the Post Office of the United States and show you men on the
wanted list and you will discover that about 90 per cent of those men who
have their pictures on the wanted list are clean shaven. Therefore, I could
conclude, if I judged according to appearance, that anyone that is clean
shaven is a criminal and must be wanted by the F. B. I. Now that would be
silly, wouldn't it? Well, that is not judging righteous judgment, but is simply
judging by appearance. 
    Let me clear up another area also. Someone says, "Well, you know beards
are associated with the dirty, sinful life of the hippies." Well, that is not
necessarily so as I am going to prove to you with the Scripture. Just because
someone perverts a truth does not mean that you throw that truth out the
window of one's life. For instance: The Roman Catholic Church has
perverted the Lord's Table by turning it into a perpetual mass. Every time
the bread and fruit of the vine is partaken, they believe it is actually turned
into the literal blood and body of Christ. Just because they have perverted
that truth, does not mean that we are to cease using the communion table,
but rather we continue to use it in its Biblical, proper perspective. 
    And some have taken the ordinance of Baptism and perverted it to be a
part of the acquiring of salvation. This does not mean we quit baptizing. But
rather, we take the truth of Baptism and the Lord's Supper and use them
Biblically. 
    So I am saying simply that, "You don't throw the baby out with the bath
water." You use truth in its proper, Biblical perspective. 
    Incidentally, many of the Hippies today are going all out for the Kung Fu
or Kojak look, or the unisex look. In many cases boys are looking like girls
and girls are looking like boys. 
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    Now I would still condemn the Hippy for his improper use of the beard,
because it would not be correct according to the Word of God for him to
wear his beard the way he does. 
    Secondly: A beard is not prohibited in the Word of God, but rather it is
commended in the Word of God! 
    Thirdly: What I want to do is to encourage you to think Biblically on the
subject of the beard. You see, we claim to think according to the Word of
God, so we say we are Christians. We believe the Word of God is true and
that Jesus Christ is our personal Lord and Saviour. That's all true and good
if we are truly saved, but it is amazing how we tend to separate things. Here
is something you agree with over here, and sure, everybody knows it. But
over here is something that you have never heard of or ever seen before.
Immediately, instead of searching the Word of God and finding out for
yourself what God says, you automatically form your own thought and
opinion, apart from the Word of God. 
    A man may say, "I don't know whether it is right or wrong for a man to
have a beard." Well, let's change that thought because that's not really ours
to decide. God has already determined that men have beards. What a man
must decide is, not whether it's right or wrong to have a beard, but whether
it's right or wrong to shave it off. And you can't shave it off and get rid of it.
It's there and God has created it. So, that which you need to decide is,
whether it is right to shave it off, not whether or not it is right to have a
beard. 
    You see, the problem today is this, especially as you think about
preachers in our modern setting. Many a bearded pastor is a "TABOO" and
an unusual sort of person. However in Biblical times and in all history past,
it has not been unusual, but rather it has always been the norm. But what we
have today is, that it is simply going against many a a man's personal
judgment as a "NO, NO." 

    Now I don't want to get into the doctrine of Christian liberty as found in I
Cor inthians chapter 8 and what it actually means to offend someone. But
let's suppose one of these ladies came up to me tonight and said, "Pastor,
your beard offends me." (That is, if I had a beard.) Now I wouldn't want to
be ugly, but if that happened and I was wearing a beard, I would laugh in
her face, because that is an improper use of the Biblical word offend. The
Hebrew word for offend is, mik-shol and it is in the masculine voice and
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means stumbling block or enticement to ruin. Psalms 119:165, "Great
peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them." 

    If you study it out, you will find to offend someone Biblically speaking, is
to encourage them to do the same thing you are doing without you having
knowledge of it. So, how could my beard offend a woman? She could not do
what I could do even if she had my knowledge. She cannot be offended and
tempted to have a beard like mine for God did not give her one to begin
with. You study Romans chapter 14 and I  Cor inthians chapters 8 and 9
and you will find that to be true. Another problem today is, we have people
that are known as legalist and are Pharisaic. You remember that the
Pharisee wanted everyone to see things exactly the way he saw them. Yet,
Our Lord went always contrary to the customs and the traditions of the
Pharisees, and that is what upset them so much. Now our Lord did it
purposely, because had He not done it, He would have been bowing to their
legalistic, Pharisaic attitudes. 
    If I chose to grow a beard, one of the reasons would be, to make people
see that they must come to grips with what God says and not what man
says. The problem today is, the conscience of men and women have been
improperly instructed. They need to get into the Word of God and find out
the proper instructions concerning this subject at hand. 
    In this message I want you to see that the beard is a PUBLIC and a
PRIVATE testimony. If you wear a beard, or may I say, let it grow out, it is
to be properly and neatly trimmed and kept. It is a public testimony when
everyone sees it. It is a private testimony when the man who wears it looks
into the mirror and remembers what that beard signifies according to the
Word of God. It is not an ornament to enhance his beauty or looks
necessarily (though many men do look very handsome with a nice trimmed
beard, while others do not.) 
    When you see the Scripture, you are going to learn that there are plenty of
passages in the proclamation of the truth of God's Word about the beard. 
    Now I want to handle the Historical significance of the beard first, though
it is not as important as the Biblical, but I think you need to know it. 
   You can always judge history by judging and discerning the rise and the
fall of the beard! And here is an interesting bit of historical information:
Egypt was the only country in antiquity that forbad a man to let his beard
grow out. Every Biblical scholar will be quick to tell you that Egypt is a type
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of the world. Egypt is a type of that which is contrary to God and His law
and His people. Egypt was a nation by law who forbad a man to have a
beard. Yet, when you look at Egyptian art and Egyptian sculpture, you will
notice that Pharaoh (especially) has a real sharp pointed goatee coming
straight down from his chin. But if you look real closely at their arts and
sculptures, you will find that there is a real thin line going up behind his
ears. Do you know what that is? That's a string, because the beard that he
has is a fake beard and it was tied on. Now the reason is this: The Egyptians
were known as "Transvestites". The men look like the women and the
women look like the men. However, when Pharaoh had his sculpture made
or a picture drawn of him, they always drew that fake beard, that he had tied
on, in order that the people could know that he was the Pharaoh and not the
queen or some other woman. 
    Another interesting thing is this: If you will notice in Greek mythology
and Roman mythology, whenever you see a picture of a false god, usually he
is clean shaven. Most all false gods are represented with clean shaven faces.
The counsel of Carthage, which was a counsel in the early church about 200
A.D. met to discuss and try to work out many problems in the church. One
of the problems they discussed at the counsel of Carthage was immodest
dress. You see, they had problems with immodest dress back then the way
we do today. Now they were not discussing mini-skirts, shorts, halters, etc.
which is lewd and sinful even in our day. But let me quote from the counsel
of Carthage, for here is what they came up with: "Any man, who appears in
Church with long hair and a clean shaven face, will be excluded from
communion, for that man is immodestly dressed." 

    If a man came to church with long hair and a clean shaven face, he was
declared immodestly dressed. It was Tertullian, the early church father, who
wrote his treatise on the beard and said that the purpose of the beard was
TO KEEP LUST DOWN. 
    All the early church fathers wrote concerning the beard. In fact, the
counsel of Carthage met again in 398 A.D. and they come up with this. The
clergyman shall not let his hair grow nor remove his beard. Now these were
church counsels. 
    When the Barbarian Hoards invaded Rome, they had long hair and clean
shaven faces. And it was at this time, as a whole in the realm of
Christendom, that the church was Romanized. All these Barbarian sects and
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other kinds of people began to infiltrate the church and it literally ceased to
be a Christian church as such and became amalgamated with all the
heathen. At that time nearly all the beards were shaven off. Men had clean
shaven faces and long hair. This was the effect of Heathenism upon the
church. Sculptures and pictures of Christ shows Him with long hair but that
is not true. 
    They show Him with a beard because Scripture says so. They show Him
with long hair because of Barbarian influence. This continued like this with
an occasional beard or two now and then until there came what is known as
the Protestant Reformation. It is interesting to note what past history has for
us to see concerning the past three centuries in regard to renowned men
recorded in our history books. 
    In the 18th Century between 1773-1894 which covers a span of 121
years. I list the life span of five noted men who wore no beards and wore
short hair. These men lived an average of 48.4 years. They are: 

1. Sadi Carnot ........... 1837-1894 

2. Joseph Fraunhofer ..... 1787-1826 

3. Augustin Fresnel ...... 1788-1827 

4. Sir Humphry Davy ...... 1778-1829 

5. Thomas Young .......... 1773-1829 

    In the 17th Century between 1627-1727 which covers a span of 100 years
we have a list of five noted men who wore no beards, yet wore long hair.
These men lived an average of 54.8 years. They are: 

l. Olaus Roemer .......... 1644-1710 

2. Robert Boyle .......... 1627-1691 

3. Christian Huygens .... 1629-1695 

4. Gottfried W. Leibnitz .......... 1646-1716 

5. Sir Isaac Newton ...... 1642-1727 

    In the 16th century between 1546-1642 which covers a span of 96 years
we have a list of five noted men who wore beards and short hair. These men
lived an average of 59.8 years. They are: 

1. Willebrod Snell ....... 1591-1626 

2. Johannes Kepler ....... 1571-1630 

3. Galiled Galilei ....... 1564-1642 

4. Simon Stevinus ........ 1548-1620 
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