The Christian Voter’'s Guide
By Jeff Short
“When the righteous are in authority, the people
rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the people
mourn” (Proverbs 29:2).

As Christian citizens, we sometimes wonder what the extent of our
involvement with the civil government of our country should be. Usually, election
time sparks a renewed interest in this issue. In this article | would like to consider
especialy one aspect of civil involvement - voting. Voting is one means by which
we may be involved and help to elect leaders that will cause “the people” to
“regjoice.”

Our text makes it obvious that we have a certain interest in the government of
our land. The people can be made to “regoice” or “mourn” by those in authority.
Our government can affect us positively or negatively. In fact, our leaders have a
profound power to impact our lives morally, socially, and economically. They can
affect us as citizens, as churches, and as families. The government can encroach on
our freedoms through expansive government, complex regulations, and burdensome
taxes, or we may enjoy more liberty with a small, limited government that stays
within its proper jurisdiction.

In America, we have a representative republic. The magistrates are elected to
office by the citizenry of this country. This means that every adult citizen has the
privilege of voting in elections. In light of our text, it would be foolish not to vote
because of apathy or irresponsibility.

Perhaps, some do not make use of this privilege because voting can seem to
be such an overwhelming endeavor. There are so many candidates and offices and
it is hard to find reliable information. We can simplify things somewhat when we
consider that each voter elects roughly about sixteen key candidates to public office
on the national, state, and local levels combined. The overal number may vary
given a person’'s exact location, e.g. if a person lives outside of an incorporated
city, he will not vote for a mayor, city councilman, etc.

We can elect five candidates on the national level - a president, a vice
president, two senators, and a congressman. We can elect about five candidates on
the state level - a governor, a lieutenant governor, an attorney general, a senator,
and one or more representatives. Depending on the place of residence, we may
elect about six candidates on the local level - a mayor, a city councilman, a city
attorney, the school board, a county supervisor, and a sheriff.

These are the key public office holders that we may vote for. We elect them
and pay their salaries with our taxes. They are supposed to be servants of the public

1



and representative of their constituency. They should especially represent us
morally.

When we consider the number of offices that we are responsible for, it is not
such a large task to be informed of this small number of people. This brings us to
the question of how we are to determine a candidate’ s suitability for office. Is there
some reliable guide by which we can make determinations of how fit a candidate is
for the office he seeks? Yes, there is such a guide; the Bible is the best Christian
voter’s guide.

Let us now look into our guide and see if we can find help for the voting
dilemma.

Let us consider two main questions and as we proceed, | will also try to
address some common questions and difficulties we meet with as Christians trying
to vote with a clear conscience.

I. In the first place, how may we deter mine a candidate’s suitability for
office?

Certainly, we seek more than just opinion in this matter. What does the Bible
have to say about qualifications for government leaders? Or perhaps we might ask,
“Should a Christian even vote at all or even be concerned with politics?” We
probably all share a degree of disgust with politics on all levels. Does that mean we
should just stay away from the whole issue? What does the Bible have to say on
this matter?

Moses prepared the people of Israel for the time when they would occupy the
land of Canaan. He instructed them, “ Judges and officer s shalt thou make thee in
all thy gates, which the LORD thy God giveth thee, throughout thy tribes. and
they shall judge the people with just judgment” (Deuteronomy 16:18). Moses
taught the people that they would be responsible for choosing their civil officers.
Their form of government made the people responsible to make their own judges
and officers.

This was not always the case in Israel’ s varied history, nor isit the case in all
the world today. In some countries, the citizens cannot elect their officials in free
elections.

So, | suppose that Christians in those countries do not have to face this issue
of voting.

However, in the United States, we still can vote and we should. Considering
our text, it would be foolish, at best, not to vote. If all Christians would quit voting,
our country would move from a moral decline to a free-fall.

When Israel was self-governed, they were responsible to choose their
leaders. Along with this charge, they were also given guidelines as to the type of
men they should choose. There are two primary texts that bear on this subject, from
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which, we will note seven marks of qualified candidates. There are actualy many
verses that seem to speak to us on this subject, but we will stick with the two
primary passages in Exodus 18:21 and Deuter onomy 1:13.

After Israel was delivered from Egypt, they had grown to a very large
multitude.

M oses was the chief magistrate of the civil government of the nation. He was
the only judge, and the people would come to him for judgment from morning until
night. Moses' father-in-law was concerned that Moses was going to wear himself
out and the people too. He wisely advised that lesser judges should be chosen to
help in governing the people.

Jethro also told him what types of men were fit to be civil officers.
“Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, such as fear God,
men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them, to be rulers of
thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens’
(Exodus 18:21). The first qualification mentioned is that they should be “able
men.” “Able’ refers to strength and especially strength of character. This speaks of
men of ability, integrity, virtue, and courage. These must be men who will act from
principle, even in the face of opposition.

He next says that these men should “fear God.” They must have a reverence
for God and His Word. They would not be atheist or agnostic. They would not
advocate the removal of God's Word from al public life, nor would they advocate
the transcendence of man’s law to God's law. They must “fear God” for “The
fear of the LORD isthe beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and
instruction” (Proverbs1:7).

Next, they should be “men of truth.” They should love truth and hate
falsehood.

They should not be perpetual prevaricators or supporters of those who are.
They must love truth and seek it even when it is not convenient.

These should aso be men “hating covetousness.” They should not be
greedy for unjust gain. They should not seek to use their office for enriching
themselves or their friends. They would also not allow others to use the government
for getting unjust gain through frivolous lawsuits and massive redistribution of
wealth programs. These four qualifications are given in this passage.

We find three additional qualifications in Deuteronomy 1:13: “Take you
wise men, and under standing, and known among your tribes, and | will make
them rulers over you.” In this passage, Moses referred to the time in Exodus 18
when, forty years prior, Jethro counseled him to have other judges to help him.



Notice that Moses told Israel they were to “take,” or choose, the men fit for these
offices, and he would “ make them rulers over you.”

The fifth mark of those fit for office is they should be “wise men.” This
means they should be skillful and intelligent. This speaks of a natural ability and a
wisdom that is gained through experience. No fools need apply.

Next, they should be “understanding” men. This does not refer to some
sappy sentimentalism, rather they should be able to deal wisely and discern. They
must be able to make proper moral and ethical decisions. By the nature of their
position they must make tough decisions, decide on legislation, etc. A fit candidate
should be able to give a definite answer concerning issues such as abortion,
sodomite marriages, etc.

The seventh qualification given is that they should be “known among your
tribes.”

This indicates that these men had proven themselves among the people. They
have a track record in their homes, church, community, and business. These would
not be novices, but men who have earned respect in other spheres of life and labor.
This probably eliminates the carpetbagger from consideration for office.

Though these verses deal with the nation of Israel, the passages are relevant
for us today. The authority for all civil government comes from God, whether in
Israel, Rome, or the United States. God defines the purpose and responsibility of
the government.

Regardless of whether they acknowledge Him or not, they will be held
accountable by God for how they fulfilled their responsibility.

Consider the passage in Romans 13:1-6. There we have the purpose of the
civil government defined and the Apostle was talking about the Roman government
at that time. If we compare this and other New Testament passages with Old
Testament passages related to Israel, we find that the purpose of the government is
the same. We can safely conclude that if the civil government authority is the same,
the purpose is the same, and the jurisdiction is the same, then the qualifications for
officers in the government are also the same. Therefore, we must use these
guidelines to determine the suitability of candidates today and tomorrow in the US
as well as any other country.

1. Secondly, we must consider another important question on this
subject: Should Christians vote for a woman for public office?

A woman holding public office is an accepted fact in our day. We do not
even hear this subject being debated in the public arena. For most, it is not even a
consideration. In fact, probably few Christians even think about it or seriously
consider whether this is acceptable by Scripture.
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In America, this has been a reality since the 19th century. Susanna Medora
Salter was the first woman in the history of this country to be elected to a public
office. She was elected mayor of Argonia, KSin 1887. Different women had run for
office before this time, but she was the first to win an election and hold a public
office. Since that time, we have been used to women as mayors, governors,
senators, representatives, judges, and eventually even president.

For conscientious Christians, voting for a woman can be a dilemma when it
appears that a woman is the most fit candidate for the office. We cannot deny that
this is the case at different times. A woman may be running unopposed or she may
just simply be the most conservative and moral candidate by far. However, this
guestion must be brought first of all to the Scripture. Before we even consider a
woman’'s qualifications, i.e. her ability, wisdom, integrity, moral and spiritual
condition, we must find out if a woman can hold public office according to God's
Word. If she is not permitted by the Word, her suitability for office is irrelevant. If
she is permitted, then we must determine her suitability by Scripture just as we
would for a man.

The answer to this question in brief is that the Bible does not permit women
to bear rule over men in any sphere. They are not permitted to rule over the man in
the home, in the church, or in the public arena. It is not a question of her abilities,
nor is it a question of history where a woman has held a public office and done
well, or even where women have done good things for the country by their office.
When the question is put to the Scriptures alone, the position of authority over men
IS not given to women by God.

Let us now consider some reasons for this conclusion from the Word. If we
go back to the qualification passages referenced earlier, we can see that these
verses have men in view. The word “men” is these verses is gender specific,
meaning the male gender as opposed to the female gender. The context will also
bear this out that men were to be selected for positions of civil leadership.

Women holding public office would also violate the doctrine of headship
taught throughout the Bible - from beginning to end. The order of authority given by
God is God-Christ-man-woman (I Corinthians 11:3). We have no authority to
change the chain of

command established in ante-antiquity by the eternal God. This order is seen
in the first three chapters of Genesis, the second chapter of | Timothy, Ephesians
chapter five, and other passages. This order is never overturned by any precept in
the Bible.

Paul taught Timothy that women should “learn in silence with all
subjection” and they should not “teach,” neither should they “usurp authority
over the man” (I Timothy 2:11-12). He went on to support this saying, “ For
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Adam was first formed, then Eve’ (I Timothy 2:13). He goes right back to the
beginning and sets forth the order not to be violated: “For the man is not of the
woman; but the woman of the man. Neither was the man created for the
woman,; but the woman for the man” (I Corinthians 11:8-9).

We have been so conditioned by our society of humanist/feminist rebellion
against God that to say these things is shocking. However, the question is not one
to be determined by our feelings, opinions, preferences, etc. The question is rather:
What does God require? The Bible tells us plainly that God requires men to take
leadership in all spheres. He requires men to be men, not the whining, whimpering,
in touch with his inner child or feminine side, feminized pretty boy of our day.
Biblical manliness has been lost today in a quagmire of touchy-feely, spineless
manhood that is subject to political sensitivity and correctness. The question that
should perplex us is where are the men, the real men?

We do not deny that women have been in positions of authority over men at
different times in history, and even in Bible times. This fact should not surprise us,
for men, women, and children have been violating God's Word since Adam and
Eve did so in the Garden of Eden. In the Bible when women were ruling over men,
rather than condoning or commending it, the words are plain that it was an error and
even a curse. We have this lament in Isaiah 3:12, “As for my people, children
aretheir oppressors, and women rule over them. O my people, they which lead
thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths.” This was a sad
situation, even an error. It was also a judgment against the men of that day who
abdicated their God given responsibility.

Notice also that ambition for public office was unknown to the virtuous
woman of Proverbs 31. In this chapter, we have the inspired description of a godly
and virtuous woman. It is a beautiful description of biblical womanhood.

An examination of this chapter reveals, “Her husband is known in the
gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land” (Proverbs 31:23). In
ancient times, “the gates’ was the place where the elders and judges would sit and
conduct official public business.

It would be similar to speak of the courthouse, capitol building, town hall, or
some other municipal building where the affairs of civil government are handled. It
was this woman’s “husband” who was known and sat “among the elders of the
land.” She had no thought or desire of taking his place.

The virtuous woman is the central focus of this passage, and we see that her
interests and work were centered in her home (v. 27). She was industrious (vv. 13,
16-19). She worked to feed her household (vv. 14-15). She labored to clothe her
household (vv. 21-22). She performed important community service (v. 20). She
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